Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (#352) 
Bro & Sis: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator & Sustainer of all Things & Savior of those who trust in Him! Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
We have the opportunity to WORSHIP and Praise our GOD! What does that look like? Each should sing with a conscious awareness of the meaning of these words, with emotions which match what you sing… 
We will sing: Ps. #96 “Sing to the Lord, sing His praise all you peoples” Vs 1,2,4,6 LET THESE WORDS LEAD YOU TO JOY
We will profess our faith using HC Q&A 26 & 28 pg. 21-22 Forms and Confs Please be seated
NOW FLIP OVER TO PAGE 32 as we Read LD 24
Continue to worship and praise our God as we remain seated #84 “O Lord of hosts, how lovely” Vs. 1,3,5
NOW WE COME TO OUR CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER – 
We will now read from the Scriptures a passage in the Prophet Isaiah, please turn to Isaiah 64:1-8
God has given us such a great salvation - so let us respond to His grace, by generously giving to support God’s kingdom work through His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep: Song #455 “We have not known Thee as we ought”
Sermon Text: Philippians 3:1-11 (7-9) Sermon Title: LD 24: Our Works Stink
Let us now sing a song of Response Dwelling on God’s saving power –#505 “Be Thou my vision”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen 
Doxology: #527 “Praise Ye the Lord”
Evening Sermon: “Our Works Stink”





Heidelberg  #26  
Text:  Philippians 3:1-11 (vs.7-9)

Reading:   Isaiah 64:1-8
Introduction:
Back in Nelson, our family lived along a reserve with large grassy walkways and a stream. There were lots of people who walked their dogs along the reserve behind our house, and we would occasionally stop them to talk, and we often waved to the ones who came by regularly. It was nice, because we got to meet people and pet their dogs. Which was nice because our children could play with the dogs without any of the cost or fuss…

 Having said that, there were rules for that reserve. If the dog was unruly, they had to be kept on a leash – and if they pooped – the owner had to pick it up. But every once in a while, some new person to our area would come along the reserve. And more than once, those who didn’t live in our area didn’t respect the rules AND they just kept walking when their dog pooped. And they leave a big steaming pile in the middle of the reserve where our children ran barefoot and Biked and played! IT is disgusting! More than once I wanted to run after a person and confront them about it… Because that is gross! There are rules to encourage people to be polite – it isn’t just fertilizer for the grass – it is gross for others – and can ruin your day when you run barefoot through the middle of someone’s dog droppings!


It is just so disgusting isn’t it?! And yet, as gross as dog poop is… that appears to be what Paul thought about his own self-righteousness! As we will see later in the sermon, In vs. 8 , Paul says that he counted all his former “righteousness” as so much rubbish or literally Filth – dog poo! Get that! In comparison to the righteousness of Jesus Christ, your righteousness and mine is revolting in God’s sight! Our Works Stink compared with the perfection that God requires! And that helps us to focus our hearts and our lives on the Lord Jesus Christ all the more, for without Him, we cannot be saved!!
(Review) Several weeks ago, we had the blessing to look at the great exchange – that blessed trade where God takes away our sin and gives us the perfect obedience of Jesus Christ in return! We saw that by faith in Christ, we are remade – turned into new Creations as God replaces our sin with Jesus’ righteousness! We have been recreated and reconciled to God – Reconciled by that replacement of our sin with the righteousness of Christ, and all that was so that we might be agents or ambassadors of reconciliation for God! We are to tell others of this blessed message, that reconciliation and peace is available through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus! And we don’t need to worry about every detail of that message – the main core principle is that we need to Love God, and then Love others as His ambassadors! And He will make His appeal through us!

But if any of you have ever spoken with a friend about your faith, there will be some who will challenge you about their lives and actions. They will say, “Hey, but why can’t I just be a good person? Why do I need to do the whole Christian thing – doesn’t God need or want us to contribute to all of this?” And it is important for you to understand that your works can’t earn anything with God! Because they are just filth in comparison to His perfection!
Which leads us to our theme: We need God’s righteousness, because ours is nothing to brag about!
  


We will explore that under 2 headings:
I. Your Righteousness Stinks
II. God’s Righteousness Saves

Let’s begin with:

I. Your Righteousness Stinks      
(REPEAT)

Here in this passage, Paul was reacting to the corrupting influence of the Judaizers. There was a whole movement in the Early Christian church which called on Christians to do Jewish practices as a part of their salvation. They would argue that if the early church didn’t circumcise their boys, or if they didn’t keep the 7th day Sabbath, then they were not truly saved. And thereby the TRUE Gospel of salvation by faith was tarnished/belittled! 


We see similar movements in our day with the 7th Day Adventists, or those who over-emphasize a particular form of baptism (I have heard of some who said that if you weren’t baptized with full immersion then you weren’t truly saved! This is Also a problem in the Reformed Church… where people think that if you aren’t Reformed, you aren’t a true Christian!). Such ideas are wrong and ANTI the Gospel! As the Westminster confession puts it: It is NOT for ANYTHING wrought/worked in us, or done by us, but for Christ’s sake alone that we are justified!



As LD24 puts it: Even the very best we do in this life is imperfect & stained with sin!
And yet, as sinners, we naturally like to come up with things that we DO in order to be saved or earn God’s favor. We want concrete specific things to tie our hopes to… Some tie that to a particular emotional event, or a commitment they made, or a prayer they prayed, or their Church attendance, or service in the community or Church! We want such things because simply trusting in someone else to save you can be uncomfortable! We naturally want to point to something we did or said or participated in that saved us! 






WE want to say how often we go to church or anything … but such things are worthless!

And Paul had an epic resume of works like that – better than we could muster. We most likely only have a few (at most) of Jewish descent here tonight if at all… but I would wager that you can’t trace your lineage back to a single specific tribe. Paul could! Some of us have undergone theological education = several of us even have received diplomas or degrees in Bible/theology… But Paul studied under a famous teacher – Gamaliel! A Legend in the Jewish community. Paul gives us this incredible list of why he had every reason to be proud of his contribution to God – and then he explains – but it was ALL Worthless!

Look at vs.6-9 again!

And even when you have it so absolutely clear… foolish sinners like you and me can then turn even our faith into something that WE DO to save ourselves! As if God agreed to say, “I can see people can’t obey my law, so if you believe in Jesus, then I will accept that act of believing as the same as obeying the whole law.” BUT No! God never said that! YOUR Exercise of Faith doesn’t save you. Faith is simply the hand that reaches out to take hold of God’s gift of salvation – it is not a worthy act, in and of itself!  Lord’s Day 23 also explains that very point in Question 61… 
It is not because of any value in my faith that God is pleased with me… Only Christ’s satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness make me right with God!
So, your faith doesn’t earn God’s favor…

NEITHER CAN YOUR ACTIONS SAVE YOU! In FACT, our text (and the Bible in general) speaks very harshly about your actions – even your “Good” actions! Paul had been a very religious and obedient Jew… He had kept the law so thoroughly, and yet at the end of the day, all that obedience was worthless on its own! Your actions ONLY have value when you are in Christ! HEAR ME ON THAT! Your Actions Only have value when you are in Christ! 


But apart from Christ, or evaluated on their own merit – everything you and I have ever done, thought or said – has been worthless in God’s Sight! I will prove it to you. Paul says that whatever he formerly thought was gain, He now considers a loss for the sake of Christ. Everything of value and worth in this life is a loss/debt compared with the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus! Paul says, “I consider them Rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him…” The word translated Rubbish – could also be translated Dog droppings or filth. 

 At first we might think that is kinda funny… Paul mentioned poop. But think about what he said. My obedience and good actions are dog poo/rubbish, filth! Think of it this way… Perhaps you have been working on building something, and you call me over to see how it looks, and I said, That is a pile of Dog filth! You would be seriously offended. But God is telling us here that your good actions are nothing better than a nasty pile of filth! 

God said the same thing in Isaiah 64:6:  All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…! 
As I am sure most of you remember, that word translated “filthy rags” refers to menstrual rags. 


Children, you will understand what that means when you are adults. But for now, understand that it is something disgusting which no one would ever keep around. No one would ever put pictures of dog poo or pictures of these filthy rags up on the fridge to say, “look at what I made.” No! Your BEST Actions STINK! So, how bad do you think your sin is in God’s sight? If your best obedience and good attitudes and kind actions are so disgusting – how vile and repulsive are your sinful thoughts? What a putrid sewer they must be in God’s sight!
And it is that startling, humbling truth which makes the Gospel, SUCH Good News! Which brings us to our 2nd point:
II. God’s Righteousness Saves        (REPEAT)
Look at vs.9 of our text: READ (start at the end of vs.8)
Salvation comes down to Making us righteous in ourselves, or applying some other righteousness to cover up our messed up lives. Those who say we can do it on our own, or with a little help – place this horrible burden which essentially boils down to works righteousness!

Your righteousness could never save you, but by faith in Christ, by believing in Christ, you can receive the only TRUE Saving Righteousness that there is: The Righteousness of God. This Righteousness of God, in a positive way, refers to Christ’s 33 years of perfect obedience to the Law. This is why Christ became man! He came to LIVE For Us who believe, and He came to DIE to pay our penalty! This is the Great Exchange= Your sin and debt given to Christ, and His righteousness and Death given to you! God made Him who had NO Sin – to BE SIN FOR US, so that IN HIM you and I might BECOME the Righteousness of God! 

((This is basic Gospel Truth often ignored))

Now… I won’t unpack that any further since that is more the topic of Lord’s Day 23, but instead I want to focus on the point of question 64: But doesn’t this teaching make people indifferent and wicked?! 

No. It is impossible for those grafted into Christ by truth faith NOT to produce fruits of gratitude! So, HOW Does that work?! 

Well, I think we have to back up and get the big picture in our heads… WE are sinners by birth who deserve nothing but Hell. As the Bible repeatedly calls us – worms, dead, worthless, rebels…. Etc. BUT, by God’s wonderful grace, many of you have been saved by faith. You have stopped trusting in yourself and your “good life” because you have seen that your good stuff is repulsive to God, let alone all your sin! And you have trusted that Jesus lived as your substitute. And that means, when God looks at you eternally – 

· He doesn’t see your messed up tantrums from your youth – God sees the perfection of Jesus as a child. 

· When God looks at your teenage years, he doesn’t see any rebellion or experimentation -  He sees the perfection of Jesus’ respecting and serving His parents and others to the glory of God the Father. 

· When God looks at your marriage, He doesn’t see your selfish arguments and lazy lack of diligence – He sees Christ’s love for His bride the Church – and how He laid down His life for us to redeem us for Himself!
· Now, when God sees your good works and prayers and service, He isn’t repulsed for He sees you thru the lens of Christ! Which means the weakness/sin which is still there in the action/is blotted out by Grace! Rose Glasses
That is the Righteousness of God that you and I have received by faith! And when properly understood, it is impossible to be a recipient of that kind of grace and not be affected by it! 
This glorious grace of God is what makes you delight in obedience & love & duty & self-sacrifice.
Now, don’t get me wrong… I love helpful instructions in preaching and counselling. I love helpful tidbits. I enjoy how-to sermons where we see the specific instructions from God on how we ought to love our wife or husband, or children better. I love seeing the way of forgiveness explained from Scripture. I love seeing prayer expounded directly out of God’s Word &  I think such plain application and helpful biblical instruction is VITAL and Helpful for the Church… 

But such things are NOTHING – compared with the life-transforming power of rightly understanding your salvation by faith in Jesus Christ! When you contemplate, remember and understand the depth of the glorious truths of the Gospel – that is more powerful for changing your thoughts, your words, your attitudes and actions! More so than any list of how-to’s or commands! It is only when the Holy Spirit gets a hold on your affections and your desires that your attitude toward your sin will change! 

Nothing increases your love for God & decreases your love for self/sin more than this simple doctrine.
I have heard of people in Reformed Churches struggling with hearing the Gospel week in and week out, and they ask for more commands and instructions… they ask, “Why can’t we move past the basic Gospel and spend more time with specific how-to’s for the Christian life. But that shows an immaturity in the faith – for it is God’s Grace which transforms more than His LAW! 

Now, you need His law and instructions, but it is HIS Grace which will lead you to obey and love and serve God in Gratitude as God requires! When you are struggling with some sin in life… you don’t need more laws – rather you need more of Jesus Christ! Contemplate what God did to redeem you from sin and death!
 


 Even though your good works were repulsive to Him, and your sin was a putrid sewer, HE LOVED YOU IN CHRIST! And HE Now redeems you thru faith, and enables you to serve and live by His power, thru His Spirit at work within you! 

Through the memory of all that He has already done, God begins to recreate you in the image of Jesus Christ! The Glory of your Salvation is the greatest fuel for transformation in the Christian life!
When you grow tired or bored with the things of the Lord – return to the basics of the Gospel!

Meditate on God’s Love, Remember Christ’s Sacrifice, and by his strength you’ll grow in 





DELIGHT and Love and Joy in the Faith! AND ALL thru God’s Gospel Power!







… To God’s Glory! AMEN.
